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RESOURCES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

 

 
Tuesday, 12th February, 2019 

 
Present:  Councillor Jenny Molineux (in the Chair),  

Councillors Noordad Aziz, Lisa Allen, Jean Battle, Stephen Button, 
Terry Hurn and Tim O'Kane 
Co-optees: Bernard Dawson 
 

In Attendance: Councillor Tony Dobson, Leader of the Conservative Group 
Councillor Miles Parkinson, Leader of the Council 
Councillor Joyce Plummer, Portfolio Holder for Resources 
Councillor: June Harrison 
 

 Two members of the Public, Mr N. Collingridge & Ms K. Whitehead and 
two member of the media. 
 

 
302 Apologies for absence, Substitutions, Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 

 
It was reported that Councillor Noordad Aziz would be attending after the meeting had 
started due to a personal appointment. 
 
There were no substitute representatives. 
 
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations. 
 

303 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on the 1st November 
2018 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct  

record. 
 

304 Medium Term Financial Strategy 2019/20 to 2021/22 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Resources (Councillor Joyce Plummer) submitted a report giving 
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Position for 2019/20 to 2021/22.  The Strategy was 
attached to the report and set out the three year projections of income and spending for the 
Council ahead of formulating its savings plans so it could set an Annual Budget for 2019/20.   
 
Appendix 1 of the Strategy set out a standard model and further scenarios were provided in 
Appendix 2 with a pessimistic model and Appendix 3 detailing an optimistic model, all for 
2019/20 and 2021/22. 
The figures in Appendix 1 however remained the current best estimate of the likely financial 
position over the next three years.  The report addressed the following aspects and had 
been submitted to Cabinet on 6th February 2019:- 
 

 Introduction 

 Objectives 

 Elements of the Medium Term Financial Strategy 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 Service Planning to Support Overall Strategy 

 Integrated Resource Planning with Service Plans 

 Background Information 

 Financial Analysis 2019/20 to 2021/22 

 Resources 

 Government Grant 

 Business Rates 

 Council Tax 

 Expected loss of income 

 Changes in Costs 

 Growth 

 Reserves 

 Other Assumptions 

 Equality Impact Assessment 

 Scenarios 

 Robustness of Forecast 

 Overall Net Position 
 
A number of responses were provided by Councillor Joyce Plummer to the advanced  
questions submitted, which included: 

 

 Our MTFS is a 3 year strategy. Some Council’s operate a 5 year strategy. Would 
there be any benefits to moving to a 5 year strategy? 

 With regards to the 75% business rates pilot: 
- When will we know if the application is successful? 
- How much extra income is this predicted to bring in? 
- Are there any plans for how the increased income will be spent? 

With regards to the 75% business rates pilot: 

 Universal credit – can you explain the reasoning behind the potential increased 
£80k deficit in the pessimistic scenario (as detailed on page 33). 

 There was an article regarding district councils receiving grants of £35k to prepare 
for a no deal brexit. How does Hyndburn plan to spend this? 

 
A member of the public present at the meeting asked would the Council need to use money 
from reserves. The Leader of the Council responded and this would be the worst case 
scenario.  
 
Resolved - That the contents of the report be noted. 
 

305 Prudential Indicators and Treasury Management & Investment Strategy 2019/2020 to 
2021/2022 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Resources submitted a report setting out the Council’s policy and 
objectives with respect to treasury management, to explain how it would achieve its 
objectives and manage its activities and to agree an investment strategy for 2019/20.   
 
The report detailed the minimum revenue provision policy statement 2019/20, the treasury 
management policy statement 2019/20 with appendix 3 containing the HBC Treasury 
Management Practices 2019/20. 
 
A response was provided by Councillor Joyce Plummer to the advanced question  
submitted, which asked: 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 You will be aware that Scrutiny have currently established a panel to carry out a 
green review. With this in mind, does the Council prioritise green or ethical 
investments in its investment strategy? If not, would this be a policy the Council 
would consider adopting? 

 
The report addressed the following aspects and had been submitted to Cabinet on 6th 
February 2019:- 
 

 Prudential Code and Prudential Indicators 

 Capital Expenditure and Capital Financing Requirement 

 Estimated Capital Expenditure 

 Minimum Revenue Provision 

 Affordability Prudential Indicators 

 Treasury Management Strategy 2019/20 – 2021/22 

 External Debt Overall Limits 

 External v Internal Borrowing 

 Limits on Activity 

 Debt Rescheduling 

 Investment Strategy 

 Treasury Management Practices (TMP) 

 Policy on the Use of External Service Providers 

 Treasury Management Strategy In-Year and Year End Reporting 
 
Resolved - That the contents of the report be noted. 
 

306 General Revenue Budget 2019/20 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Resources submitted a report setting out proposals for the 2019/20 
General Fund Revenue Budget which also provided an overview of key issues which had 
arisen from the Medium Term Financial Strategy.   
 
The 2019/20 Revenue Budget required a net expenditure of £10,995,000 under the budget 
proposals detailed in appendices 1 and 2 of the report. 
 
Council Tax for Hyndburn residents would rise for Hyndburn Council provided services by 
£5.00 per year for a Band D property.  Altham Parish Council had set a separate precept for 
its activities and there was no increase on its charge. 
 
The following information was attached to the report, which had been submitted to Cabinet 
on 6th February 2019:-   

 Appendix 1  -  Initial Outline Budget 2019/20 

 Appendix 2  -  Revenue Budget 2019/20 

 Appendix 3  -  Savings Proposals 2019/20 

 Appendix 4  -  Hyndburn Borough Council Tax Increase 2019/20 by Property Band 

 Appendix 5  -  Overall Change in Council Tax 2019/20 

 Appendix 6  -  Altham Parish Precept 2019/20 by Property Valuation Band 
 
A number of responses were provided by Councillor Joyce Plummer to the advanced  
questions submitted, which included: 
 

 How does our proposed Council tax increase compare with other Councils? 

 How much additional income could we generate if we increased council tax by the 
maximum allowed? 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 With regards to the new homes bonus, are there any plans to look at small 
developers developing small sites rather than focus on large scale developments 
only? 

 
The following questions related to individual savings items identified in Appendix 3 and  
responses were given to the issues raised by the Committee: 
 

 Have any savings been identified through reduced cleansing costs as a direct result 
of the new recycling system? 

 Appendix 3 shows the proposed savings. Can you provide the actual previous 
budget and proposed new budget for each line on appendix 3? 

 Additional income has been identified through crematorium and commercial 
services in waste services? Can you provide more info on this and is there potential 
for increased income generation across other areas of the Council? 

 
Questions were also asked from members of the public in attendance at the meeting 
in relation to: 
 

 Savings on street sweepers with no agency staff working. 

 Are we still subsidising Hyndburn Leisure. 
 
Resolved - That the contents of the report be noted and supported. 
 

307 General Fund Capital Programme 2019/20 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Resources submitted a report relating to the Council’s capital 
investment priorities for 2019/20 and asked Cabinet on the 6th February 2019 to 
recommend to the Council a capital programme for approval at its meeting on 21st February 
2019, having regard to key linkages between the management of the Council’s capital and 
revenue resources.   
 
A Capital Programme for 2019/20 of £2,070,128 gross was attached to the report in 
Appendix 1.   
 
Responses were given to the following questions raised by the Committee:-  
 

 £35,000 has been allocated for a CCTV upgrade. Is this investment wise when it 
seems the police have limited resources to act upon intelligence from CCTV for 
many crimes? 

 With regards to DFGs, this committee carried out a review approximately 18 months 
ago, and it was found that a lack of Occupational Therapists at LCC was a major 
issue in holding up the award of grants. Is this still an issue, and if so, are claimants 
obligated to use LCC Occupational Therapists for assessments or are there other 
options? 

 Money has been allocated for Broadway resurfacing, and in last year’s capital 
budget there was further significant investment in Accrington Town Centre. Are 
there plans for future capital programme investment in other Town Centres such as 
Union Road in Oswaldtwistle, Queen Street in Great Harwood and High Street in 
Rishton? 

 Several thousand is allocated to Christmas decorations/lights each year. Has the 
Council considered seeking sponsorship from local business for Christmas lights? 

 
Questions were also asked from members of the public in attendance at the meeting  
in relation to: 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 Buildings not in a good state of repair (Clayton Civic Hall) 

 Mercer Park Capital investment was made via the Friends of Mercer Park Group 
and not just HBC funding. 

 
Resolved - (1) That the contents of the report be noted and 

supported, and:- 
 
 - (2) That the Committee recommends the establishment 

of a Cross Party Working Group to look at resolving any 
issues associated with the Disabled Facility Grants 
Process 

 
308 Opposition Group- Budget Proposals 2019-20 

 
The Leader of the Opposition (Conservative Group), Councillor Tony Dobson reported that 
no alternative proposals for the Council’s 2019/20 Budget would be submitted. 
 
He would continue to work with the controlling group and one idea was for street sweepers 
to spray weed killer rather than wait for the service provided by LCC which only occurred 
twice a year.  
 
Resolved - That no budget proposals to the Committee by the 

Opposition (Conservative) Group be noted and the 
Leader of the Conservative Group be thanked for his 
contribution to the discussions of the Committee. 

 
309 The Leader of the Council to receive Representations and Questions from Members 

of the Public and Individual Members of the Council on the Budget 
 
Members of the Public had been invited to attend the meeting to hear about budget 
proposals and to ask questions about the budget if they so wished.  Two residents were in 
attendance and a number of questions had been asked during the relevant agenda item. 
The Leader of the Council had responded with information to the issues raised during each 
item of the meeting. 
 

310 Summary of Overview and Scrutiny Comments and Resolutions to be presented to 
Council 
 
The Chair referred to the need to submit a summary of the discussions held and decisions 
reached during the meeting of the Committee to full Council on the 21st February 2019. 

Resolved - That Council be requested to note the following 
resolutions of the Committee:- 

  (1) That the contents of the following reports be 
noted:- 

  -Medium Term Financial Strategy 2019/20 to 2021/22 

  -Prudential Indicators and Treasury Management & 
Investment Strategy 2019/20 to 2021/22 

  -General Fund Revenue Budget 2019/20 

  -General Fund Capital Programme 2019/20 



 
 
 

 

 
 

  (2) That the Committee thanks the Leader of the 
Council, Portfolio Holder for Resources and Leader of 
the Opposition for their participation in the scrutiny 
meeting and debate. 

  (3) That the HBC Deputy Chief Executive and all other 
Officers involved, be commended for their work in 
producing the budget. 

  (4) That the Committee recommends the 
establishment of a Cross Party Working Group to look 
at resolving any issues associated with the Disabled 
Facility Grants Process. 

  (5) That having reviewed and debated the budget 
submitted, the contents of the revenue and capital 
budget reports be supported as outlined. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


